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on the sequence of events with the object of arriving
at a reasoned decision. Of the rest, many take their
papers for the sporting columns,' the gossip, or the
reports of proceedings in the courts of law; some
perhaps for the notices of literature, art, and the
drama; others for the fashion articles and the
notes and paragraphs about well-known people and
society functions, or for information upon finance
and trade.

When men live in small communities, even under
an imperfect system of self-government, they cannot
avoid personal participation in some public functions.
So it was in the older rural England, before the
organic social changes of the last century. Where
a family might go without its winter firing, if the
lord of the manor prohibited the cutting of turf
and the collection of wood, every tenant would be a
self-appointed member of a Commons Preservation
Society. Much satire has been expended upon the
Parish Pump ; but one can understand the interest
that humble installation must have possessed for
the little group of households which had to draw
their own water from it daily in their own buckets.
There were civic duties to discharge as well as <jpic
rights to vindicate.

The old offices, or many of them, exist, and they
have been largely reinforced by the army of new
ones created under the Municipal Corporations Acts,
the Local Government Acts, and the Education
Acts. But the population has grown out of all
relation to them, and they are lost amid the vast
agglomerations of people in the great towns and the
greater town suburbs. Neither local government,
nor central government, is now the concern of the